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than it had been; collective ownership, the growth of the
patriarchal idea, extremely strong in the Aryan races, still
prevailed, but had become less general; agriculture had
created separate ownership, and that to a very great extent;
and the chiefs of the, different tribes, septs, and clans, had
gained increased power, and enlarged landed possessions, by
processes curiously like those of the feudal system.
But if the History of Ireland, in those ages, does not, for
causes plainly to be traced, show much political or social
growth, it discloses one of the grandest and most remarkable
religious movements the world has beheld.    St Patrick, we
have seen, made Ireland Christian; the island, enclosed by the
great sea of the West, was beyond the sphere of the gigantic
movements which, north, east, south, and west, overthrew the ,
Empire.   The intellect, too, of the Irish, like that of all Celts,
is keen, vivid, and especially skilled in communicating its ideas
wherever it extends; and the Irish and Celtic nature is strongly
emotional, and vehement in its enthusiastic fervour.   These
facts explain the astonishing part Ireland played in the ex-
tension of the Christian faith, from the sixth until nearly the
tenth century.    Torn as the land was by intestine broils, the
Church maintained a vigorous life of its own; it had its scores
of bishops, a great array of clergy, hundreds of holy men in its
religious orders; its monasteries, schools, and colleges were
many and flourishing.   Learning and piety spread from these
centres of light happily not disturbed by the shock of falling
Rome;  Ireland became a seat of Christianity of a peculiar
type; and she diffused the sacred influence over many lands,
doing great things to uphold Christendom, and to preserve the
Word in the ages of barbarian conquest    This, indeed, was
the most glorious work of the Early Irish Church, a "lasting
possession " for the family of man.   The zeal of Columba and
his successors raised the lamp of life on the shores of lona,
and sent its rays over heathen Scotland.    It burned in the